Wellsville Chamber of Commerce
Chamber Spotlight
Hot Off the Press
By: Shelby Harter

Our fourteenth spotlight focuses on Hot Off the Press, owned by William (Bill) Lytle. Bill
purchased the building for Hot Off the Press four years ago. He had always dreamed of
opening a coffee/sandwich shops on Main Street in Wellsville. Unfortunately, a medical
illness prevented him from opening until November 2019.

A native of Wellsville, Lytle values the Wellsville community and the loyalty the
community feels toward the town and its schools. He appreciates the friendliness of the
community and how many citizens have supported Hot Off the Press since it opened.
Lytle completely remodeled the small brick building at 513 Main but left a flare of its
originality for nostalgia. He knew the look and the location would be perfect for the
community in its downtown location.

At Hot Off the Press, there are a variety of coffees and flavors for customers to choose
from, as well as a variety of food options including sandwiches and deli meat and
cheese sliced to order by the pound. Hot Off the Press also sells gift cards that can be
given to anyone for any occasion.

During the COVID shutdown, many challenges were faced. Whether it was maintaining
the working hours for their employees, following CDC and federal guidelines, the actual
time frame that the business had to be shut down or just paying the typical bills; all of
these created great challenges. Lytle met them head on and continually adapted as
needs arose within the community. Bill added produce and bread that people were able
to pick up on Saturdays. Each week the shop took meat and cheese by the pound
orders, and added a Saturday pickup, at times reaching over 100 orders.

A typical weekday for Lytle includes arriving at 6:45 a.m. to prep for breakfast, while
additional employees arrive at 7:15 a.m. Hot Off the Press opens at 7:30 a.m. to its
early morning customers. They serve breakfast until 10:30 a.m. and lunch from 10:30
a.m. until 1:30 p.m. Hot Off the Press closes at 1:30 during the week and Saturdays
they serve breakfast only and close at 10:30 a.m. For lunch, they typically serve
sandwiches. However, during the winter, a variety of soups are served, while in the
summer, their menu changes to a mixture of salads. Hot Off the Press closes at 3 p.m.

Although there has been little paid advertising, Lytle appreciates the positive “word of
mouth” advertising he receives from the community, as well as the publicity he receives
from social media.

If you are looking for a great local place to get the best coffee in town, look no
further. Hot Off the Press is your one-stop shop for an affordable, yet delicious, coffee
and bite to eat. It is located at 513 Main Street, Wellsville, KS 66092. Hot Off the Press



can be reached via phone at (785) 883-4000, email at billlytle@hotmail.com or through
their Facebook page.
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