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Our thirteenth Wellsville Chamber of Commerce Spotlight is on the Wellsville Historical 
Society. The Wellsville Historical Society is made up of a committee of 5 members that 
make decisions for the organization, while there are 3 to 4 volunteers that help to 
operate the non-profit business on Saturdays. The Wellsville Historical Society is set 
apart from every other business in town because it is not only a non-profit, but it 
preserves the history of Wellsville, and it tells a story about the people of Wellsville. 
 
Located at 517 Main, the Wellsville Historical Society moved into the old Wellsville Bank 
building. Although it created various challenges, after two years of renovations and 
redecorating, the Wellsville Historical Society opened to the public in the summer of 
2021. Without the help of the 30 to 40 volunteers that assisted in the move, getting 
everything transferred and set up would have been extremely difficult. The non-profit 
hosted several fundraisers to raise enough money to purchase the old Wellsville Bank 
building, and then held a couple more fundraisers to garner funds to renovate the 
building. Raising enough funds to cover these endeavors, along with obtaining 
donations, was by far the greatest challenge the committee has faced to date. 
 
The Wellsville Historical Society started in 2006 because some community leaders 
wanted to share and keep alive the history of Wellsville, Kansas. Even though the 
organization came together in 2006, people had been collecting items to put into the 
Wellsville Historical Society for many years. Many of these items began their display 
journey at the Wellsville City Hall before they were later moved to their permanent 
location.  
 
Every Saturday morning from 10 am to 1 pm, the Wellsville Historical Society is opened 
by volunteers. The volunteers catalog items, show visitors around, and explain the rich 
history of Wellsville. Cataloging includes taking pictures of an item, measuring the item, 
and describing the item. This is important for keeping track of records and for 
authenticity. 
 
The Wellsville Historical Society members appreciate that the Wellsville community 
values the importance of preserving the history of the town. The support and 
contributions of many community members have helped to purchase needed cataloging 
items, as well as helped with renovations. “The community is always eager to support 
and sponsor the society by attending its fundraisers,” stated Nancy Lytle, Vice President 
of the Wellsville Historical Society. 
 
Anyone who is interested, whether they currently live in Wellsville or not, can help the 
Wellsville Historical Society by becoming a sponsor or a donor each year. Community 
members can also sign up to volunteer their services on a Saturday. This is sometimes 
a position that is difficult to fill; therefore, the more volunteers, the better. If you are 



interested in being a sponsor or volunteering, please call Nancy Lytle at (785) 218-
8376. With additional volunteers, the Wellsville Historical Society would be available to 
be open additional hours. 
 
Although the Wellsville Historical Society preserves this town’s history, they must also 
look to the future. In the next couple of years, the Wellsville Historical Society hopes to 
continue to catalog the donated items into their computer system, while continuing to 
raise money to finish renovating the upstairs of their new building location. 
 
If you have the time and are looking for something fun, amazing, and interesting to do—
stop by The Wellsville Historical Society some Saturday. You will be glad you did. 
 












	#13 Wellsville Historical Society 1
	#13 Wellsville Historical Society 2
	#13 Wellsville Historical Society 3
	#13 Wellsville Historical Society 4
	#13 Wellsville Historical Society 5
	#13 Wellsville Historical Society

